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Focused on

« general digital literacy
 online safety

« preventing cyberbullying
« promoting safe internet

« protecting privacy & data



Children's media use in Europe
Change of context
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Studies in Covid times

JRC SCIENCE FOR POLICY REPORT

How families handled
emergency remote schooling
during the Covid-19 lockdown
in spring 2020

+ Kids' digital lives in coronavirus times:
/Q\sk or opportunity?

JRC TECHNICAL REPORTS

How children (10-18)
experienced online risks during
the Covid-19 lockdown -

Spring 2020
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JRC SCIENCE FOR POLICY REPORT
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#DigitalSkills L § e

Emergency remote schooling during
CoVID-19

A closer look at European families

Cachia Romina, Velicu Anca, Chaudron Stephane,
Di Gioia Rosanna & Vuorikari Riina
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2021

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-update/kidicoti-kids-digital-lives-covid-19-times
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Shifts in usage - diversification
enlargement - more learning

Before Covid lockdown During Covid lockdown




b. What Changes after

the Covid-19 Pandemic?
SHIFTS IN USAGE

« Education
e-learning & blended
learning

- Content Consumption

Short-Form & Interactive
Media

- Early age adopters



b. What Changes after

the Covid-19 Pandemic?

CONSEQUENCES CONCERNS

- Digital pressure 7/24 - Mental health and

« Decrease of sleep time well-being concerns

* Changes in social » Stress on digital
Interactions parenting & schooling

 Increased

risks/opportunities « Digital inequities and

the digital divide



c. What policy answers across Europe?

POST-PANDEMIC

PRE-PANDEMIC A

Focused on Shift towards
« general digital literacy

enhancing e-learning

» online safety - addressing digital divides

- preventing cyberbullying . improving well-being and

« promoting safe internet mental health

.+ protecting privacy & data increasing online safety



Enhancing e-learning & addressing digital divides

STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES

« Digital Education Action Plan
2021-2027 (2021)

 Council Recommendation on
Blended Learning (2021)

« AlI4Kids Initiative (2020)

« National examples: Artificial
Intelligence in Schools (Finland,
2020), National Digital Strategy
for Education (Portugal, 2021)




Addressing digital divides

STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES

« Significant investments in
digital infrastructure for schools
and underserved populations
(Southern and Eastern Europe)

National example:

Italian Ministry of Innovation
National Recovery and
Resilience Plan (NRRP) (2021)




Improving well-being and mental health

STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES

COLMCIL OF EUROPE

European Commission - EU strategy of it .
the Rights of the Child (2021-2024) 7

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

« Council of Europe - Strategy for the

nghtS of the Child (2022'2027) 1. Freedom from
- National examples: violence for all
children
. Dutch Ministry of Health (2021): 2. Equal opportunities
Digital Well-being and Mental Health and social inclusion
Strategy for all children

- German Federal Ministry of 3. Access to and safe
use of technologies

Education (2021): Media Use and Child for all children [4]

Well-being Program. 5. Giving a voice to

« And more to come ... every child [6]

EU Strategy on the

RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD
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Increasing online safety

1
|

: Safer Internet Day
STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES : ({?

www.saferinternetday.org

INHOPE
ins@fe

« New EU strategy for a Better
Internet for Children — BIK
(2022)

« General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) (2016)

o Focus on Article 8:
Children’s Consent

« Digital Service Act (2022)
o Focus on Art. 28:
Protection of Minor online




BIK 2022-2025: From
protection to participation

Safe digital experiences: Many countries have introduced new or strengthened
legislative measures, including protective actions under the Digital Services Act
(DSA), age verification frameworks, and national codes of practice. Safeguarding
children's mental health and tackling harmful content remain top priorities.

Digital empowerment: Almost all countries now embed online safety into school
curricula, supported by teacher training and informal learming initiatives. Artificial
intelligence (Al) literacy and combating disinformation are growing priorities.

Active participation: Though youth involvement in policymaking remains limited,
several countries are developing new sfructures to foster more meaningful child
participation. Awareness of children's digital rights is rising, and more
governments are working toward providing child-friendly policy documents.

(BIK) Policy Monitor Report 2025

The Better Internet for Kids

https://better-internet-for-

kids.europa.eu/en/news/bik-policy-
monitor-report-2025-published-
advancing-bik-vision-across-europe
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Shaping Europe’s digital future

Home » Library » Commission seeks feedback on the guidelines on protection of minors online under the Digital Services Act

POLICY AND LEGISLATION | Publication 13 May 2025

Commission seeks feedback on the
guidelines on protection of minors
online under the Digital Services Act

DEADLINE - 15 JUNE 2025

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DSA_PoM_guidelines
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Fighting against digital crimes

STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES

EU Strategy for a More Effective

Fight Against Child Sexual 76% of EU citizens want the automated detection,
ADb (2021) reporting and removal of child sexual abuse material online
use

« Proposal for rules to prevent S 9 0 0 0 0 0 ¢
and combat child sexual abuse
(2022)

 EU centre to prevent and
combat child sexual abuse
(2024)

#EUvsChildSexualAbuse | o

oooooooooo



Regulating screen-time

STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES

« School and local level

« Digital devices banned in
schools (ex:Spain, 2023; Italy
& France 2024) even for
didactics purposes sometimes

Integrated strategies: example
'‘Digital Pacts' Milan, Italy



Regulating & guiding Al

STRATEGIES & INITIATIVES

The rise of Generative Al
(2023)

Reactions at local institutional
levels : University and Schools

Guidance for generative Al in
education and research,
UNESCO, 2023

AL Act (EU) (2024)



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1689
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1689

c. What policy answers across Europe?

PRE-PANDEMIC \
POST-PANDEMIC \

POST "POST-PANDEMIC™




c. What policy answers across Europe?

POST-PANDEMIC POST "POST-PANDEMIC™

« improving well-being
and mental health

* increased online safety

_ ] National - local initiatives
 enhancing e-learning

* reqgulating increased

. agld_ressing digital screen time
divides . .
 Regulating & guiding Al



unicef &

for every child

B Document

officeofinnovation Memorandum on Artificial Intelligence and Child
Rights
Where are the greatest opportunities for and risks to children’s rights in the Al age :‘- Eglﬁ;ﬁ JAST I ON

Artificial Intelligence and Children's
Rights

EU Al Act

Proposal for a

Regulation of the European Parliament and of
the Council Laying Down Harmonsed Rules on

oo o IoH ieBpenes e [ Center for Humane Technology ]

Philosophical Studies Series

and Amending Certain Union Legislative Acts

2021/0106 (COD) 2
Francesca Mazzi . _
N ia The ALl Dilemma - March 9, 2023

The Ethics
of Artificial

GOVERNING J| heliene | - .- cocomr S
or the Sustainable + ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Al FO R Development Goals \" Fecucation et a recherche

HUMANITY R e

unesco|

¢/ United Nations
Interregional Crime and Justice
Research Institute




d. Further needs ?
Ex. Impacts of Al rise on cyberbullying ?

ChatGPT ~

Could provide me with a paragraph on the evolution of cyberbullying
phenomeon when supported by Al tools? What are the trends to
come ?

@ Something went wrong while generating the response. If this issue persists please contact us through our help
center at help.openai.com.

O 6 P22 v

What could be the evolution of phenomenon like cyberbullyism in Al
times?

@ Hmm...something seems to have gone wrong. o) Réessayer



Impacts of Al rise on cyberbullying ?

e Luciano Floridi Agent £ =

What could be the evolution of phenomenon like cyberbullyism in AI times?

Cyberbullying in the Age of Al: A Philosophical Perspective

Luciano Floridi's framework of information ethics provides a critical lens for understanding the potential transformations of

cyberbullying in AI-mediated environments. The phenomenon presents a complex intersection of technological affordances, human

behavior, and ethical challenges.

Key Conceptual Dimensions
1. Ontological Expansion of Harm: Al could potentially amplify cyberbullying through:
¢ More sophisticated targeting mechanisms
¢ Algorithmic personalization of harassment
e Automated generation of harmful content
¢ Enhanced anonymity and identity manipulation

1. Informational Vulnerability: As Floridi argues in "The Fourth Revolution,” our increasing digital embedment makes us more
susceptible to informational harm. AI could create more nuanced and psychologically sophisticated forms of digital aggression.



AI could potentially

amplify cyberbullying TO MITIGATE RISKS
through:

Responsibility of a shared

» More sophisticated targeting ecosystem

e
MEChanisE * Technology developers

* Algorithmic personalization of

harassment * Platform designers
« Automated generation of harmful e Educational institutions
content

. . . * Legal frameworks
* Enhanced anonymity and identity

manipulation * Individual users



unicef&® | for every child

Beyond algorithms: Three signals of changing Al-child '

interaction
How Al chatbots may change the way children grow up

Steven Vosloo and Cecile Aptel , UNICEF Innocenti

Generative Al: Risks and opportunities for children

How can we empower and protect children in the face of Artificial
Intelligence?

UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/stories/beyond-algorithms-three-signals-changing-ai-child-
interaction

https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/generative-ai-risks-and-opportunities-children
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Joint Research Centre

JRC

Discover the future of Generative Al with the European Commission’s Joint Research
Centre (JRC) as it launches its first-ever Outlook Report on Generative Artificial
Intelligence. This flagship event will unveil the most comprehensive analysis to date of
the technological, economic, and societal implications of GenAl, bringing together
evidence, insights, and foresight from across the European research and policy landscape.

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/events/genai-whats-changing-whats-
coming-2025-06-13_en
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. Howto get ready for Al?
What should we learn?

Young people’s concerns and suggestions on
artificial intelligence and children’s rights

JRC TECHNICAL REPORT

Artificial Intelligence and the Rights of the Child r@s . ~ More Al related knowledge and skills

Young people’s views and perspectives

More protective rules to frame Al

Outcomes of dedicated
workshops

Chaudron 5. & Di Gioia R

** Transparent and explicable Al

2022

Concerns

> Al, an unavoidable technology

> Al, a threat to privacy and trust

.- . Howto get ready for Al?
What should we learn?

Source: EC, in Chaudron & Di Gioia, 2022, p.14



Thank you !

Stephane Aline Chaudron

Researcher Children's Online Safety

Expert for
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Transforming education in Europe
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